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It's been a while since I sent my last update to you all.  Sorry it took me
forever to do so.  I've been swamped with work, care for my mother and of
course, doing relief work in the Tohoku area as well as Wakayama and Mie
that were affected by a huge typhoon.

Just like the earthquake in the Kansai area (Kobe-Hanshin Earthquake) 15
years ago, places that was not affected by tsunami have been recovering in a
rather miraculous speed.  The city of Sendai is functioning well, so is
Morioka in Iwate, but when you go outside the big cities, you'll still see
debris piling up on the side of the streets.  No one wants to take them,
since the government said that the debris may be contaminated.

Right after the earthquake and tsunami, I worked very closely with Yuta
Sakurai in Natori City, just about 20 minutes away from Sendai, but now he's
focusing on getting his business back together (he's a car dealer and
imports cars and construction materials from the U.S.).  He's in his early
20s and I understand his needs to get his business back to what it used to
be.

I started working with Mr. Monma, who is originally from Miyato Island right
off Higashi Matsushima in Miyagi (about 25min train ride from Sendai).  He
has warehouses and has close connections with Miyagi Prefectural Office
(governor, etc.).  He has a volunteer center in Kurihara, north of Sendai
and have been distributing what the prefecture has gathered and also the
donations he/the volunteer center has received.  Since April or so, he and
other volunteer divers have been diving to get debris out of the ocean.  In
the beginning he found 100+ bodies, boats, fishing nets, etc.  Now he still
finds (yes, he still dives... it's COLD up there) debris.  I feel fortunate
to have found him though my friend up north.

It hasn't been publicized, but everyone knows that the Japan Red Cross
FINISHED their relief work for Tohoku on September 30, 2011.  They put in
air-conditioners, refrigerators, and microwave ovens in temporary houses,
but those who moved to those houses are responsible to pay for their own
utilities.  Most of them lost their jobs and have no income.  So, A/C,
fridge, and microwave oven are not very much used, as they eat up a lot of
electricity.  Some older people burned coal in a hibachi IN their houses and
died from carbon dioxide, but they're not in the news.  Local government has
little clue of what to do and the central government in Tokyo is too busy
hiding what's going on in Fukushima (nuclear plants).

News coverage on Tohoku is VERY little now and many people in Tokyo and the
western part of Japan think that everything is back to normal up north.  In
other words, Tohoku is being forgotten by many people even in Japan.  VERY
sad.  I've been sending my own students from our college to do volunteer
work and they are STUNNED to see the reality when they go up there.  With
the help of the Self Defense Forces of Japan, roads have become clean and
reconstructed in MOST parts up north, but when it comes to smaller towns and
villages, we still have a long way to go.

Right now, they need money, rice and electric carpet.  Electric carpets are
warm and doesn't use very much electricity.  I've been calling out to get
electric carpets and rice and Mr. Monma and his volunteers have been
distributing them to those in temporary housing.

Steve and Patty Nagano are here and they went to Tohoku to do volunteer work
for three days.  Two Sansei photographers are here, too and they, too went
to Tohoku and are now in Hiroshima.  Yasuko Sakamoto, a social worker at
LTSC is/was here, too.

Please save December 27th as we are planning an update on Japan Relief.  We
are planning to have a potluck dinner at Centenary Church at 5:30pm. This
time, Steve and Patty, Kenny (photographer) and possibly Yasuko will update
what is happening in Japan now. Brian Kito was here earlier and has a
video/photos, but he'll be busy getting ready for Shogatsu (New Year) mochi
making, so he cannot make it, but maybe we can borrow his video or photos.

I look forward to seeing many of you on the 27th.  (I'll be in LA from Dec.
20th til Jan 4th).

Please feel free to forward this e-mail to your family and friends.  I
started BCC-ing to everyone.


Tina

