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CLASS I F I EDS 

      MASUDA
CARPET CLEANERS
CARPETS • UPHOLSTERY

KATS MASUDA      

(323) 268-6405

Roofing, Painting, Patios, 
Foundation Work

Free Est.

Ed Yamashiro
General Contractor

Lic No 503354  
(626) 391-4976
(323) 898-7841

State Lic. #248057
Residential/Commercial 
and Industrial Wiring
In business since 1967

GARY, GRANT & SHIG IMUTA
323/283-6317 • 626/576-8180

FAX 626/576-7009

G&S 
ELECTRIC

John Saga
Electrical & Plumbing

Lic. #B502655 C10 C36
Specializing in: 

Solar/Bath & Kitchen Remodel/
Electrical Panel Upgrade

Tank-less Water Heater-Re-Pipe-Repairs & More

310-377-2077

NISEI AIR CONDITIONING
• Heating  • Cooling
• Service
• Installation 
• Maintenance

(323) 728-6161
TED KANZAKI              ST. LIC. #438527

(323) 262-3069

KATSUMI IMOTO
ARCHITECT

RAFU
CONSTRUCTION

ALAN IGASAKI, D.D.S.
HOWARD IGASAKI, D.D.S

(310) 534-8282
22850 Crenshaw Blvd., Suite 102

Torrance, CA 90505

Dental Implants
Esthetic Restorative Dentistry

Flowers for All Occasions

HARU FLORIST
2844 East 1st Street
Los Angeles, CA 90033     (323) 263-9211

911 Venice Bl., l. A., cA 90015

(213) 749-1449

KUBOTA
                    MORTUARY

FD929

Medi-Cal
Together with our network 
of attorneys, your case will 
be done RIGHT!
800-414-6722
www.Medi-CalforLTC.com

KARL KIM, CFP®, CLTC
Iolani Class of ’75 • CA Insurance Lic. #0810324

new address!
The Rafu Shimpo

701 E. Third St., Ste. 130 
Los Angeles, CA 90013-1789

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

REAL ESTATE––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Sell your home in 90 days or pay 
U $2K. 800-328-2979 ID #1041 
www.guaranteehomesales.info

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Call to advertise (213) 629-2231

Miscellaneous

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
CARE FOR SENIOR

Experienced, LA area. Live in or 
out. Night ok. (323) 222-7977

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
ABC ROOFING–Since 1979. Free 
estimate, reasonable price. Guaran-
tee. Lic #425672 (213) 380-9073.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Roof Repair & Waterproof 
Specialists

Shingle, tile, flat/New/house/store. 
Water Damage, Patio, Fence, deck

Lic. #946278  W.C. 
Insured. LA, OR, IE. Free Estimate

Call 213-505-3293   7 days

For information on how to place 
an English section Classified 

Ad in The Rafu Shimpo, please 
call (213) 629-2231, ext. #100 
or fax (213) 687-0737, Monday 
through Friday, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Deadline is 11 a.m. two days in 
advance of publication date. Ads 
must be prepaid by cash, check 
or credit card (American Express, 
Mastercard, and Visa). Include 
your name and a daytime phone 
number. In compliance with federal 
equal employment opportunity, 
some ads under “Help Wanted” 
may designate “man or woman,” 
although the use of such terms does 
not mean jobs are limited to male or 
female applicants.

help wanted

THE RAFU SHIMPO®
(USPS 454-140)

The Rafu Shimpo is published daily, 
except Sundays, Mondays, Fridays, 
federal holidays (excluding January 1), 
Dec. 31, Jan. 2, Jan. 3 and the Tuesdays 
following federal holidays that fall on 
a Monday (Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
Birthday, President’s Day, Memorial Day, 
Labor Day, Columbus Day, Veteran’s Day, 
Thanksgiving Day, and Christmas Day), 
by Michael Komai at 701 E. Third St., 
Suite 130, Los Angeles, CA 90013-1789. 
Periodicals Postage Paid at Los Angeles, 
California: $43 for three months; $79 for 
six months; $149 per year, in the United 
States, payable in advance in U.S. cur-
rency. Single copy: 40 cents. POSTMAS-
TER: Send address change to The Rafu 
Shimpo, 701 E. Third St., Suite 130, Los 
Angeles, CA 90013-1789. Newspaper 
assumes no responsibility for care and 
return of unsolicited materials.

serviceS

LEASE
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Retail Space - Rosemead
900 sq ft, ample parking

(818) 999-3713, (818) 438-6369 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

RESTAURANT SPACE
5,000 sq ft. Beautifully decorated 
with over $450,000 in remodeling 
cost. Located in Monterey Park 

at Mar Center, next to Ocean Star 
Seafood Restaurant. 

(626) 281-1128

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
51 GAS STATIONS & C-STORES 

FOR SALE IN PA, 
CT, MA, NH & ME

Stores average 68K gals./month in 
fuels sales & $63K/month in mer-
chandise sales. 43 stores for sale 
with the real estate. Great business 
opportunity. The stores are for sale 
individually. For more info please go 
to: www.matrixenergyandretail.com

Click on “Dataroom” or call:
Sean Dooley

410.752.3833, ext. 4
John Underwood 

331.457.5143 
Spencer Cavalier 

410.752.3833, ext. 2

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
HELP FOR JAPANESE SPEAK-
ERS! Know someone (family, 
friend, neighbor) living here in need 
of support/advice in Jpnz? Pass 
along phone nos. for Nikkei Hel-
pline, a program of LTSC. Open 
phone lines 10 am-6 pm, M-F, 213-
473-1633, 1-800-645-5341.

RENTAL
Apartment - Unfurnished

Quiet 2 bd, 2 ba, 2nd floor unit, 
Sawtelle area of WLA. No pets, 

$1,820 (714) 321-8822
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
Gardena, 2 bd, 1.5 ba, private pa-
tio, encl gar, gas range, dishwash-

er. Water& gas incl $1,125 (949) 
509-0100 or (949) 939-7922

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
SW Torrance, 2 bd, 1 ba, $1,200. 

Del Amo area, no pets, 3516 
Garnet St., (310) 542-6863

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
Gardena, 1 bd, 1 ba, 600 sq. ft., 
completely renovated, 1/4 blk 

south of Pac Sq (310) 505-7487
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

Echo Park, 2 bd, $1,500, quiet 
nice neighborhood, 3.5 mi to 
Little Tokyo, must see, private 

parking. (323) 721-5253

OFFICE SPACE
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Furnished office for lease, Mont 
Pk, Garfield & Pomona. 1,000 sf, 

$1,400/mo (626) 602-5060

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Senior Accountant/

Financial Analyst
Aderans America Holdings, a 
Beverly Hills based company, 
is seeking a Senior Accountant/
Financial Analyst for an immedi-
ate opening.
Responsibilities include: com-
piling summary financial and 
statistical reports on a monthly, 
quarterly and annual basis for 
AAH (including subsidiaries) for 
our Japanese parent company; 
analyzing statistical and financial 
data on a periodic basis; assisting 
in preparation of financial state-
ments; aiding in quarterly reviews 
and year end audit; and assisting 
Vice President of Finance when 
necessary. Skills needed to be 
successful in this position include: 
advanced proficiency in Excel; 
ability to work independently; 
proven ability to interpret and 
analyze data and trends; and must 
be able to speak, read and write 
Japanese/English fluently.  CPA 
preferred. 
Excellent compensation package 
including: medical; dental; vision; 
life insurance; LTD; 401(k); paid 
parking. This is a non-smoking 
facility during working hours. 

Send resume to:
stephaniek@bosley.com

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Entry-level for administration, 
travel agency, send resume to 

(213) 572-0477 fax 
(213) 612-3700 phone

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

BOARDING CARE 
FOR ELDERLY

22525 Cerise Ave., Torrance: RN 
Staff, Excellent Location, Japa-
nese Cuisine, Home-like setting. 
(310) 991-4882, (310) 995-4882

BETHEL ESTATES
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

JAPANESE 
HOME CARE 

Japanese Caregivers are 
available to cook, clean, drive, 
etc. We specialize in home ex-
ercise for Parkinson’s Disease 
and Stroke. Doctor of Physical 
Therapy on staff.
CARELIFE     (310) 373-6030

www.carelifeinc.com

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Japanese Bilingual 
HOME CARE

Experienced, well-trained Japa-
nese caregivers can provide you 
with tender loving care with all 

your home care needs. 

Hope Int’l Homecare Inc.
(310) 782-7979
Bonded & Insured

Free in-home assessment!!
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

TLC Renovation, Inc.
Licensed GeneralContractor 
#538475. 25 years experience 
carpentry, plumbing, electrical 
& much more. Big or small jobs 
welcomed. 

Bob Tanabe (818) 352-2233 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

Holly 
Services

Japanese Bilingual 
Home Care 

you can trust
Screened, trained 

caregivers by nurse can 
provide services with 

affordable fees.
Open 7 days a week. Ask for 

free in-home assessment.

We cover all LA, Orange, 
Ventura & San Diego 

Counties
State licensed & insured

(626) 333-6767
www.hollyservices.com 

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
Asking $1,200, very spacious 

3 bd, 2 ba, Koreatown, 
small quiet building. Gated. 

Parking (2 vehicles).  
No pets.

(213) 743-0484

Bonded & Insured

with a document signed by President 
Obama and congressional leaders de-
claring that the 442nd would receive the 
Congressional Gold Medal.

Ted Tajima, a journalism instructor 
and advisor at Alhambra High School 
for 35 years, died on Feb. 20 at age 88. 
During his tenure, the school newspa-
per, The Moor, received several awards 
from the National Scholastic Press As-
sociation. Unable to enter mainstream 
journalism because of discrimination 
immediately after World War II, he 
was a mentor to many professional 
journalists at such papers as the Los 
Angeles Times.

Martha Yamaki, a lifelong com-
munity and political activist, died on 
Feb. 21 at age 88. She served on the Los 
Angeles Rent Adjustment Commission 
under three administrations from 1981 
to 2003. She was active with organiza-
tions from the Yellow Brotherhood to 
the Montebello Women’s Club, and 
helped establish a multiethnic City 
Council district steering committee in 
the Crenshaw neighborhood.

Michael Marra, a professor of 
Japanese literature at UCLA, died on 
Feb. 23 at age 54. A native of Italy, he 
also taught at Tokyo University, Uni-
versity of Foreign Studies in Osaka, and 
USC. He published many books and 
articles related to Japanese literature, 
aesthetics and hermeneutics (theory 
and methodology of interpretation) as 
well as an Italian translation of “Ise 
Monogatari.”

Wally Yonamine, the first foreigner 
to play professional baseball in Japan, 
died Feb. 28 at age 85 in Honolulu. The 
Hawaii-born Nisei was the first Asian 
American to play pro football when he 
joined the San Francisco 49ers as a run-
ning back in 1947. He led the Yomiuri 
Giants to the Japan Series in 1951, won 
the 1957 MVP award, and made seven 
All-Star appearances. As a coach, he 
led the Chunichi Dragons to their first 
Japan Series in 1974.

Toshiko Takaezu, a ceramic art-
ist and former visual arts professor at 
Princeton University, died on March 
9 at age 88 in Honolulu. She taught at 
Cleveland Institute of Art, built a studio 
in Clinton, N.J., and taught at Princeton 
for 25 years. Her bronze “Remem-
brance Bell” marks the entrance to the 
university’s garden commemorating 
the alumni victims of 9/11.

Noboru Taguma, one of the World 
War II draft resisters, died on March 11 
at age 87 in West Sacramento. While 
interned at the Amache camp in Colo-
rado, he was one of only 300 young 
Nisei (36 from Granada) who refused to 
serve in the military until their families’ 

constitutional rights were restored. He 
served his sentence at a Tucson federal 
labor camp. In later years, the resisters 
were honored for the stand they took.

Kam Kuwata, a long-time Demo-
cratic political strategist, was found 
dead in his Venice condominium on 
April 11. He was 57. He served in many 
key roles for the campaigns of Sens. 
Dianne Feinstein, Sen. Daniel Akaka, 
the late Sen. Alan Cranston, former 
Gov. Gray Davis, the late former Lt. 
Gov. Leo McCarthy, former Mayor Jim 
Hahn, Rep. Jane Harman, and the late 
Rep. Robert Matsui, among others.

Yoshiko Tanaka, who skyrocketed 
to fame as a member of the female pop 
trio The Candies from 1973 to 1978, 
died on April 21 at age 55 in Tokyo. 
She later returned to the spotlight as an 
actress and may be best known for her 
lead role in Shohei Imamura’s “Black 
Rain” (1989). 

Norio Ohga, who as chairman 
transformed Sony into a global software 
and entertainment empire, died on April 
23 at age 81. He sold the world’s first 
CD in 1982 and saw CDs overcome 
record album sales in Japan five years 
later. Sony’s purchase of Columbia Pic-
tures was criticized, but Ohga’s focus 
on music, films and video games as a 
way to enrich the electronics business 
helped create Sony’s success.

Richard Yoshikawa died on May 
29 at age 91 in Stockton. He was 
appointed to the San Joaquin Delta 
College Board in 1964 and to the San 
Joaquin County Board of Supervisors 
in 1974, becoming the first Japanese 
American to serve on both boards. He 
was elected supervisor in 1976 and 
1980. In 1981, the Board of Supervisors 
passed his resolution supporting redress 
for Japanese American internees.

Etsu Masaoka, widow of the late 
JACL leader Mike Masaoka and sister 
of former Secretary of Transportation 
Norman Mineta, died June 2 at age 95 
in Maryland. She was active in JACL 
and attended most of its national con-
ventions over the past 60 years. JACL 
honored her at its 2010 “Salute to 
Champions” gala.

Matt Fong, former state treasurer 
of California, died on June 1 at age 57 
in Pasadena. When he was elected in 
1994, he became the first Asian Ameri-
can Republican to hold statewide office. 
He won the GOP nomination for U.S. 
Senate in1998 but lost in the general 
election to Sen. Barbara Boxer. He was 
the son of former California Secretary 
of State March Fong Eu.

Rev. Hosho Shindo of Gardena 
Buddhist Church died on July 3 at age 
62 in Torrance. He previously served at 
Buddhist Temple of Salinas, Monterey 
Peninsula Buddhist Temple, and, prior 
to his assignment to the BCA, Honpa 
Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii as 

well as temples on Kauai and the Big 
Island. 

Taiji Sawada, a Japanese heavy 
metal musician, died July 17 at age 45 
in Saipan, an apparent suicide. He was 
the bassist in X Japan, a flashy band 
that peaked in the 1990s, and also 
briefly played with the heavy metal 
band Loudness.

Yoshio Harada, an actor known for 
his outlaw-like characters, died July 19 
ata age 71 in Tokyo. He appeared in 
over 80 films, the last of which was 
Junji Sakamoto’s “Soshika-mura Sod-
oki” in 2011.

Hideki Irabu, a former Major 
League Baseball pitcher, died July 27 
at age 42 in Rancho Palos Verdes, an 
apparent suicide. After becoming a star 
in the Pacific League with the Chiba 
Lotte Marines, he joined the New York 
Yankees in 1997, earning two World 
Series rings but falling short of expecta-
tions. He played for the Montreal Expos 
and Texas Rangers before going back to 
Japan and joining the Hanshin Tigers.

Yukio Hino of Pasadena, a faithful 
force in local sports, died on July 31 at 
age 87. He served 56 years as a member 
and 26 years as treasurer of the Creel-
busters, a fishing club; over 20 years 
as president of his ballroom dancing 
class; and over 40 years as treasurer/
secretary of the Pasadena Bowling 
League, which was renamed the Yuk 
Hino Bowling League. In 2005, he was 
elected to the San Gabriel Valley Men’s 
Bowling Association Hall of Fame.

Naoki Matsuda, a Japanese soccer 
player, died on Aug. 4 at age 34 in Mat-
sumoto, two days after suffering a car-
diac arrest during training. He played 
40 times for Japan, including the 2002 
World Cup in Japan and South Korea, 
and also played 385 J-League games for 
the Yokohama F Marinos from 1995-
2010, helping them to three titles.

Tak Miyagishima, Panavision’s 
senior vice president of engineering, 
died on Aug. 4 at age 83. From 1955 to 
2011, he was involved in the design of 
many Panavision products that changed 
the way motion pictures were made, 
most notably Panavision optics, which 
gained worldwide recognition. He 
designed the famous Panavision logo 
and received an Academy Award in 
2005 for his pioneering achievements 
in film optics.

Akiko Futaba, one of the most 
popular singers in postwar Japan, died 
on Aug. 16 at age 96 in Hiroshima. She 
made her debut in 1936 and had a string 
of hits, including “Furuki Hanazono” in 
1939. In later  years, she was known for 
her appearances on the annual singing 
program “Kouhaku Uta Gassen.”

Naruto, a sumo elder formerly 
known as yokozuna Takanosato, died 
on Nov. 7 at age 59 in Fukuoka. He 
became the 59th yokozuna in profes-

sional sumo in 1983 and won the Em-
peror’s Cup four times. After retiring, 
he launched the Naruto stable, which 
produced such wrestlers as Kisenosato 
and Wakanosato.

Tamotsu “Babe” Nomura, a for-
mer football star, died on Nov. 13 at age 
87. A member of the Hollywood High 
School football team before internment, 
he earned All-Conference honors at Los 
Angeles City College and helped lead 
the San Jose State Spartans to a win 
over Utah State in the Raisin Bowl. 
He earned a tryout with the New York 
Giants in 1946.

Yo Takagaki, a real estate agent 
and community leader, died on Nov. 
14 at age 94. In 1958, he and three 
partners developed L.A.’s Crenshaw 
Square, site of the Oriental Summer 
Festival and Miss Sansei Pageant. He 
founded Nikkei Foundation of America 
and helped establish the charter for the 
Japanese American Republicans of 
Southern California.

Masato “Mauch” Yamashita, a 
lifelong baseball player and coach, died 
on Dec. 7 at age 86. He was with the 
Lodi JACL team, part of the Northern 
California Japanese American Baseball 
League, for more than 60 years. In 
2002, the City of Lodi named a baseball 
field in Kofu Park after Yamashita.

Kyoko Asada, mother of two-time 
world champion figure skater Mao 
Asada, died Dec. 9 at age 48 in Nagoya. 
She traveled regularly with her daugh-
ter domestically and internationally. 
She was also the mother of figure skater 
Mai Asada.

Glen Yamashita, a well-known 
basketball player and coach, died on 
Dec. 6 at age 55 in Huntington Beach. 
An athlete at Monte Vista High School 
and Cal State Fullerton, he was active 
with Suburban Optimists and VFW 
within the Southeast Youth Organiza-
tion, as well as the Nisei Athletic Union, 
Orange Coast Sports Association, and 
the Yonsei program. 

Yoshimitsu Morita, a director 
whose films depicted the absurdity 
and vulnerability of everyday life in 
conformist Japan, died on Dec. 20 at 
age 61 in Tokyo. His credits include 
“Family Game” (1983) and “Tsubaki 
Sanjuro” (2007), a remake of the Akira 
Kurosawa classic. 

Sori Yanagi, whose designs for 
stools and kitchen pots brought the 
simplicity of Japanese decor into the 
everyday, died Dec. 25 at age 96 in To-
kyo. His “butterfly stool” won an award 
at La Triennale di Milano in 1957 and 
helped elevate him to international stat-
ure. It joined the permanent collection 
of the Museum of Modern Art in New 
York and the Louvre in Paris.

sues, the plight of the Japanese affected 
by the earthquake continues to resonate 
among many Nikkei.

When the Tohoku region of Japan 
was struck by the 9.0 magnitude earth-
quake and ensuing tsunami and nuclear 
crisis, the response in the Japanese 
American community was immediate 
and diverse. Little Tokyo emerged as 
the city’s central gathering place to 
express grief and solidarity with the 
Japanese people. Basketball teams shot 
free throws for Japan, musicians per-
formed at numerous benefit concerts. 
Organizations such as the U.S.-Japan 
Council, Japanese Chamber of Com-
merce and the Japan America Society 
dedicated months to raising funds 
for relief. Despite continuing tough 
economic times, individuals and small 
groups, kids and seniors, all dug deep, 
touched by the suffering and strength 
shown by the survivors.

Kaz Tanaka, a member of Ever-
green Baptist Church, said she was 
glued to the television during the 
early hours of the disaster. She was 
part of a team of volunteers from the 
church who spent two weeks offer-
ing emotional support, now needed 
more than food or blankets. She vis-
ited with refugees living in kasetsu 

jutaku, temporary homes built for 
survivors and shared her experiences 
as an internee during World War II.

“When I shared my war experi-
ence, they had tears in their eyes, 
for they had experienced war too,” 
Tanaka said. “This was the second 
great tragedy in their lives but they 
were still hopeful.”

Tina Tajima, a professor based in 
Japan, has been organizing efforts to 
help the victims, raising $60,000 for 
supplies. She said the help has been 
too slow, pointing at the govern-
ment’s response.

“It’s sad to see my own govern-
ment not helping their own people,” 
said Tajima.

The needs in Tohoku have evolved 
since the first days after March 11. 
With winter setting in, those needs 
include heaters for their homes and 
improved transportation networks 
that will relieve the isolation. Long-
term the survivors will need to find 
ways to make a living.

At the meeting on Tuesday, volun-
teers sold sachets and coasters made 
by survivors from kimono recovered 
from the tsunami. 

“If we want to help now, we need 
to think big. People need to feel em-
powered to help themselves,” said 
Darrell Miho, co-founder of Ai Love 
Japan, who has visited Tohoku three 
times since March.

Passings
Disasters

Dragon
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and try not to become overworked.

Be careful when playing in pools 
and rivers. Although work and ca-
reers may seem to progress slowly, 
the outlook will brighten by the end 
of 2012. Tigers should also try to be 
more attentive to loved ones.

RABBIT (1927, 1939, 1951, 
1963, 1975, 1987, 1999, 2011)

Those born in the Year of the 
Rabbit are wise and insightful and 
make decisions cautiously. They 
also have the ability to understand 
others. The new year will present 
some obstacles along with occasional 
spikes of good luck. Rabbits should 
try to control their anger and be more 
considerate towards family members.  
2012 will be a good year to make 
new friends. 

SNAKE (1929, 1941, 1953, 1965, 
1977, 1989, 2001)

Snakes possess profound wisdom, 
charm, elegance and style. There 
will be challenges at work, but these 
should be taken in stride. Meanwhile, 
do not bring home workplace issues. 

Balance finances and do not overeat. 
The Snake’s luck will peak during the 
last quarter of the year.

HORSE (1918, 1930, 1942, 1954, 
1966, 1978, 1990, 2003)

Lucky stars are shining bright 
in 2012 for those born in the Year 
of the Horse. They are free-spirited 
and cherish their independence.  
Horses can also be very persuasive. 
Businessmen who are Horses should 
take good care of their subordinates. 
A proper diet is advised in order to 
cope with the hectic days ahead.

RAM (1919 1931, 1943, 1955, 
1967, 1979, 2004)

Rams enjoy quality time with 
their families and appreciate a serene 
environment. They are sincere and 
kind-hearted and rarely question 
authority. 2012 will present great 
opportunities and luck as well as 
obstacles. There will be increased 
activity in business. Those who are 
single may find romance.

MONKEY (1920, 1932, 1944, 
1956, 1968, 1980, 1992, 2004)

Monkey people are clever and 
quick-witted and continually in 

Please see Dragon, page 5


